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THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 


Gene ral,,. The construction of the indictment and of the factual 
basis of the trial was ho obviously artificial and false that it 
bordered on clumsiness . The trial had such a broad scope because 
it was actually a strup^le for .absolute power over the Party and 
the State between Gcttuald and Slausky, an attempt to justify the 
economic failure of the Cc*T3?mn5. st. regime, and an anti-Semitic 
c&mpaipn ordered by Ho scow* probably for reasons of international 
policy {Israel v * the Arab States ) w 


The political-economic < 
the course of the tria3 
guilt of the carefully 
ject this scope against 
@ sriom ye 0 Thi s frames 
of view ? because it was 
distorted evidence; liki 
statements of the accuse 
and carefully prepared ! 
that the vide publicity 
will certainly fail to ' 
the population — on th 
ant i -nr opara nda ra tori a ; 


aim of the trial was clearly evident from 
For trial reasons, i*-e 9 to prove the 
selected accused, it was necessary to pro- 
a background of treason* sabotage, and 
ark vms unconvincing fror the factual point 
: based largely on fictitious and purposely 
:cvise from the. formal point of view, the 
>ed rive the clear impression of memorized 
lectures*. It can therefore be presumed 
■ given to the trial by the Prague radio 
have the desired effect on the masses of 
e contrary it provides a rich source for 
x „ ' ■ “ 


The reasons why such a trial was .even stayed (there had lour boon 
doubts that it would take place) are mostly a matter of specula- 
tion* The economic situation was certainly one pf the main rea- 
sons* The acts of se.bcto.re involving billions of Czech crowns, 

V which the accused confessed, were to provide an excuse in the eyes 
\ the Czechoslovak public for the decline in the standard of 
lug in Czechoslovakia and for tha failure to fulfil the ever 
’ing demands made on the Czechoslovak industry by To scow.. Hie 
Tim t ion of Titcisn was also undoubtedly an important motive., 
can be no doubt that even nany ardent Czechoslovak 

lets (so-called nationalists) disagreed with the shameless 
^ence of the Soviets in the internal affairs of Csechoclo- 
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vakia, and that even the Communist rank and file wire growing tired of 
the forcible Imitating of "glowing Soviet examples’* , Tho removal of 
the Jewish element fmr the leading positions in the Forty, government 
and administration has long been &• part of 'Stalin’s policy, and was pro- 
bably dictated by l oscov/.. 

The surprising factor, however, is that the trial clearly demonstrated 
to every Czechoslovak Comini st that the leadership of the Communist 
Party was in the hands of persons whom the trial, classified as scarps, 
traitors an- 1 so las* and that it ha A been in their hands for long years 
(in the case of sore o** the 'accused. thoir activities arc said to date 
back many years before ’.lor Id ‘for II ar/ 3 that daring this or tire pe- 
riod of time they enjoyed the confidence of uhe Party and I o scow , The 
entire trials in my opinion, shows the public that these high Party and 
government officials extended their nefarious activities throughout the 
estate ‘ nto every sector of public life* whether economic, political., or 
military,, From this roint cf view, the publication of details on the 
course of the trial was obviously bc»^ propagt nda, which rust necessari- 
ly create disappointment, mistrust, or even hopelessness amor ig the or- 
dinary Corrurdstn, and uncertainty and fear of the future among the Cor 
runlet officials* 

The initiation of the trial was sudden, wit-Mut any previous not* ce.. 

On 20 November 19^2, at 07*00 hours, the Prague radio announced that 
at 09,00 hours on that day, the proceedings would 'begin. In this c an 
be seen an element of precaution, and it can be presumed that other ex- 
tensive safety measures were taken* The delay in' the opening of the 
’rial (one year bad elapse' 1 since the anre-rt of fiavsky) can be attri- 
buted to several circumstance? - A long period of time must have b^an re- 
quired for piecing together the material for the trial to make the pie- 
ces fit together aid give the impression of a groat conspiracy against 
the state. It must have 'also taken th e accused a- considerable length 
of time to mer.orlge their confessions,, 1 
\ nwic opi- 

nion had to ~ considered” blansky, for instance, shortly bef ore has 
arrest; in July 19*51, had received the highest Communist order. 


ft, This trial is merely the opening of a gorier of other trials involving- 
offenders of a later category.. This is anpartmt since there were a 
lumber of w'tnesses at the trial, and a number of officials named, who 
are under arrest,’ The loiter were either designated as direct members 
of the conspiratorial espionage center or as traitors, spies j saboteurs, 
or bourgeois rationalists* Apart from that, the accused thercelvee tes- 
tified that they had a large number of collaborators of all categories 
In every sector of the Party and state apparatus , 

7c Tho trial itself can be classified as the greatest to take place in a 
Communist dominated country during the past If- years* t.e* since the 
time of the Great Purge in the USSR (Zirnovev, Tulihaclievsky and their as-, 
sedates )« It is the greatest not only in the number of accused, their 
position and significance in the Party and state, imt also in the ex- 
tent of influence which the trial has and will have on the internal 
\ structure the Party, on its general policy, and bn Czechoslovak pub- 
\ He opinion, whether pro- or anti~Cor~uni st * 

'"'%t is quite possible that this trial was a necessary measure to precede 

announced Congress of the Comnusii ?t Party of Czec io Slovakia, which was 
\ be a copy of the recent Congress, cf the Car-muni Party of the 
v >R 9 and at which a row general policy of the farty was to be outlined. 

\r to the inauguration o r this Congress, tue Barty had to rx> 

\«3 of all elements opposing the ifoscow line . ■ 

\$jr w ithin the Party. From the point of view of security vithi n 
V-unlst Party /"the trial prerents a very sad picture to the or- 
ycanmunist,, he learns that all these Comnur.ist leaders were of 
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bourgeo is origin, tiiat they were not real Communists at all (cany of 
thaa not even from the time they joined the Party ) * that they varied 
■against Party interests* and + hat they had been betraying it for long 
yearp.ro 
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12., The* evidence against Slansky and Roicin about the beginning of their 
collaboration with the Czechoslovak police in the first instance and •• 
with the Gestapo in the second instance *1 tob the impression of posi- 
tive* fabrication., 

13* Xn. the case of those who were accused of beginning their treasonable 
activities in Inland* the facts can be boiled down to trie statement 
that some of them held positions in the official apparatus of the pro- 
visional Czechoslovak Government in London (frejka, Sling, Loehl ) j 
there jt’*ey naturally carried out their official duties* whether well 
or badly, and uhir v -h@ trial classified as a crime,, 

. 14 *. Gemirsder, whom the indictment tried to describe as an .inreostor of le&~ 
aer importance and an old traitor* was placed in Prague by I o scow as 
e, significant member of the Ccr inform and, while in power, governed 
Czechoslovak policy, especially ’n the international field, from be- 
hind. the scenes and in accordance with instructions from i-'oscow, 

15* All the accused y j rer^ 

one hundred per cent fanatical Communists who foil victim either to 
their personal aspirations or to a deviation from the general line, 
and were then selected as sacrificial lambs for the failures of the 
regime* 


Clemen tis* release from custody’ in ^ ranee 

in 1940, it is true that Free! dent Genes and other Czechoslovak poll- 
iicians showed a gr eat interest in his release. This interest'; was main- 
ly dictated, by-, th e fact that C lement is was 'a Slovak intellectual and 
man of letters , the?, clause which Clerenti| had to sign pri- 

or oo his r el ea so cons: rx&a of a ; pled re to the ef fect t!iat ho ^ould not 
enrage in' any political activity bn the soil' o:^ ihrarce.* This was the 
usual formula in such cases, and. was not in a^r *nay specifically adjust- 
ed to 01 mentis* case* The testimony of Jircik, who apneare- - . before the 
! 'ourt as a former member of the Surote rationale, and .who had allegedly 
been present at the negotiations with Clement is, is " > alse ant was pro- 
bably extorted,. It is true* however, thiit Clerentis fell from the grace 
of I* -o scow following his release*, This t.ia ironed because he disagreed 
with the views held by hoscow at that tir e on the war between the 'West- 
ern Powers and Germany (the Soviet Union* at that tino neutral and pra- 
luring to sign the well-known treaty with Germany,, classified *his war 
as a bourgeois affair which would weaken the parties Involved and wo ’Id 
thus assist the Soviet Union), and because he Itad oJ I6wed himself to be 
freed from a bourgeois prison by bourgeois politician s|ahd had thus 
liositated to suffer for the Communist cause. • » 
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It iray be interesting to note the tone of hatred towards Genes which 
prevailed throughout the trial, while the mre of fajsaryk, apart fVor. 


one general instance, was not mentioned at all, 
have been logical in connection with Clement! s* 


il though this would 


that the trial gave Ber.es a certainly undo sired publicity among the 


anti— Corru.nl st elements of the echos! o.vak population* t 
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fill iha trbij also touched on the subject of the 

in a careful ,, hesitating, and r.ore or leas General way The ;in-~ 
contains an accuaetlon, in re^rd to Slansry, Hoicin, and 
Giina,, that they appointed actio nary officers of high rank to hi?m 

positions in the Ar«;y* and that they intentional 'y and gyst era ti cally 
cabotarred the purging df the Czechoslovak Anry of Fascist elements 
and prevented its repen'eratioh In the ^ocular democratic spirit. The 
&c:cuc**d pleads puilty .to all of the Indictment « 

ihe following officers were- mentioned in the trial as bcinp reactiona- 
ries^ who most probably are now in prisons 

a. General hosef Bartik Former 3 y in Ministry of Interior., 

arrested in .February 194$ » 

h.„ Array General Bohumil Bocek Former Chief of Staffs according 

to a reference in the trial al- 
ready sentenced for tree, son &nd 
“ espionapeu 


c«: Fir Force Li* Ludvik Bud in 

u... Grip. General Rudolf Bulandr 

s, Army ’ General Simon Brpac 
f,. General ( Vaclav?) Crnec 

g* _ Army General Karel Klapalak . 

h e Lt a ■•General Kourll (fnu) 

1 Arty General £denek lfovak 
-SMB General -Josef Favel 
b,- It, General Frantisek Talasek 


last assignment III Air Force 

Corps at Brno*. 

Assistant Deputy to the Chief of 

General Staffs 

Fonder Chief of Staff.* 

Former Chief of Artillery in the 
Ministry of IkitiomX Defense, 

Former Coriander of tho ' First .Mili- 
tary Diet let in Prague* 

last assignment unknowns after 1945 
vas chief of the presidium of the 
Ministry of lint:; onal Defense* 

Former Com’ ander of the Second Ki- 
ll Itury District in Brno.v 

Former Deputy Minister of National 

Security* ■ ' 

Last assignment Commander of Fv 
Corps at iirno. 


The following ant i-ccrramist officers were mentioned: 

■&*= Army General Antonin Ha sal* Forrsr chief of the Military Section 

of the Office of the President of the 
Republic* at present in tho- BSA a 

h,. Air Force General Karel Janousek Former Czechoslovak ' Air Force Coin-* 

zander who is in prison for attempt- 
i r*?» to escape* 


3 « 


Army General Alois Li ska 
General -Frantisek Moravec 

£iv 5 . General Hell odor Plica 
! 4 XLtlllT Y~ 


Former Commnder of the Staff Collets* 
rat present in Breland.* 

Ferrer chief of Intelligence* who es- 
caped after the coup d’etfct*. (Vlas 
mentioned only as beinr chief of* the 
CIS in Cnpland. during, the v/ar >•) 

Forrer Deruty Chief of Staff who was 
ewcuted,. . 
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2C , Most of the high-ranking officers mentioned in paragraph IS acted as 
fervent Communists following the coup d* eta t in 1^4^.* many of them 
■ before that . It can be said that all of. them did no not from conviction, 
but from opportunism and careerism* All' were ardent- servants of the re- 
, gime* All had been removed from the Army long before the arrest of Sian- 
aky* within the scope of the purge of officers of- '.bourgeois origin and 
followers of Western doctrines* 

11, It is interacting to note that the former Minister of national Security > 
Iodislav Koprivu, has succeeded in evading the dock and that the respon- 
sibility for the. lack of vigilance and failures of the security organs 
fell on his deputy, Svab* He had been deprived of his post as Minister 
ex -i’Jational Security,, but reappeared shortly afterwar ds in a fairly high 
post at the Ministry of Interior* It is probable that the victorious 
wing of the CoK-rrunist Party is indebted to him for some important service* 
and it is therefore possible that he will appear a 'min in the future in 
some key position in the Party or State , 

22,, It is also interesting that there was no mention in the trial of Any 

General Ludvik Svobcda, former Minister of Katioml Defense, later Depu- 
ty Prime Minister and head of the State Office for Physical Training and 
Sport* He was removed’ from the Government on 8 September 1951* Although 
he later appeared about, twice in public ar a rartl M ***** nt sot** * a! « hm- 
tion, it is obvious that ho is destined for oblivion and liquidation. 


23* Sspiomge In the ratter of espionage, in the -deliver-’ 

I»g of secret information to foreign Powers, the confessions of the ac- 
iused were weakest and fabrication was most -apparent* 


In- some '.cases, contact with ' representatives of. Western ‘Powers*- which took 
place in the line of official duty, was considered as espionage* This 
■vainly eon-erned Olementis and his representatives ( deputies) London arid 
Bajdu* and their contacts -with diplomats of the V/e stern Powers j the same 
•also apnllas to tho representatives of the Ministry of Foreign Trade 
Lnabl and l-argoliues Reicin ! s contact with the Jugoslav l ilitary Attache 
prior to the Comlnforr 9 s denour elation of Tito as a traitor can likewise 
.be considered, as an official contact* ' Tito's Yugoslavia altogether played 
in important role in the trial; all were charged with collaborating with 
Yugoslavia prior to her departure from tho CoidLnforrn, and it was claimed 
that, they knew* or should have known at that time, that Tito was a trai- 
tor to Comsw&ep* ' ' 


SXansky admitted that he furnished information of an intelligence nature 
to General Pika whil e the latter was hear? of the Czechoslovak Military 
Mission in the USSR*. I 

| Their rela- 
tions were tense a even hostile, which xs natural in the case of two pep- 
sane who were ideologically, -politically, .and • personally antagonistic* 

It is possible that Sian sky told Pika that he would give him some infor- 
mation on Os echo Slovak partisans* It is almost certain that Glaneky ne- 
ver gave bin such information* 


25X1 


25X1 


27 .- The testimony of Kankovsky with reference . to the letter -inviting Slansky 
to escape to the -Zest was not 'stressed in either the indictment or tho 
. court proceedings* However/,, the in 4 ere option of this letter was undoub- 
tedly one of the raj or" factors leading to the arrest of. Glansky* Gott- 
kbJ/1 declared in -a- speech on 7 December 1951 that "undeniable evidence 
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thj.'.frft xmo oivt bdrjrljBs thf.t the espi015p.f»^- •>'*e*;''rf.o© r\f tic 1 
alista it* 6t-va.trd.Kinr and prepare nr i-ie * escape Ity/olf Liansky 
- 0 ;tTv, { , -vc*' -n the sar© svac-ich Gottwald adi i. tied that, r.#j late 
■4t eke ppvfiv nrcni * '<ut not yet ir possess I on of any. concret 

32i2:tJ ahcKrinir that i>larsky vtts a direct enrsny of the State „ 


*he triax nan -cartai n!y created an »Tmortnne .-situation f 
defections* not only .from the ranks of anti^Cowunl *t element a, but al 
ir. the cases of. those Conran* individuals who have sc. f&r not been a 
f*r.ted -by the purge, knoviny that sooner or later they will be chosen 
sacrifleinl lonbs for some Oomrimi ?t failure or -fall victim to denourie 
tier fresMrvirdy, foie ras borne in mini by the authorities in *Vo. rue 
when they decided to star© the trial at the end of November* i.e n at a 
bifcd when an escape from Ck o £**• o tdbvakia is mde very • difficult if 
XEipoasi b.i.e ? by the rr*ow conditions'’ on the mountains at the borders 
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30., 'fhe defection of Cormimirt officials attached to diplomatic missions in 
the .western stations should likewise be made easier as a result o\. une 
’trial* Each recall, each order for an official trip to frame will be 
interpreted as a sin* of displeasure or mistrust leading to interrogation 
and arrest. This Mill certain ly ar* r ly oven to those who are not aware of 
any transgression against the rerime or the Party,- Typical of this is the 
ease of Goldstuecker who arpoared as a witness at the trial* lie was Cze- 
choslovak Minister to Israel when ho received an order trans : ■ inp bin to 
Stockholm .. He was ordered to travel to his new assignment via Prague* 
Unsuspecting, he was arrested In Pra.^nie as a Zionist monster of Ole. ns’ V 
and Clerontis. 

31, There can be no doubt that the Draconic sentences .•Just passed by the 

State Court* and the number of 'arrests which preceded and •■'hich'wil.l eer- 
certainly follow th trials will serve, at least temporarily, to pro- 
duce an intimidating effect on. tho population* 

32 j On the other hand, the trial pave a eer.-ta-* rly undesired (and basically 
incorrect) picture *to the effect fiat es^iona^e, sa^otape and 

cither activities harmful to the. Com'-nmst refine in Czechoslovakia 
’uave been carried out on the hi chest levels of the Party and Otute ap- 
paratus for a lonm period of time — unobserved and without punishment.,- 
The rimp.U citizen must have the imrrejrion that nothing remains a se- 
cret from the lantern powers a if that yothinr can remain a secret. The 
pfrestime- ut. the lest has undoubtedly prawn in tho eyes o' the ant? -Car- 
ru 1st part of the' Case 'oslovak: ropul’i' ton, and so hag the appreciation 
o" the best ; s possibilities of infiltration behind the scene of Csoeho- 
&Xwak political am 1 economic life* 
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